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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Allɯ33ɯ residentɯ andɯ regularɯmigrantɯ speciesɯofɯ Irishɯbutterfliesɯ areɯ evaluatedɯ forɯ theirɯ conservationɯ

statusɯusingɯtheɯInternationalɯUnionɯforɯConservationɯofɯNatureɯ(IUCN)ɯregionalɯcriteria.ɯTheɯRedɯListɯ

assessmentɯ wasɯ carriedɯ outɯ usingɯ bestɯ expertɯ opinionɯ andɯ dataɯ fromɯ theɯ authors,ɯ theɯ Dublinɯ

Naturalists’ɯFieldɯClubɯButterflyɯ Irelandɯ survey,ɯ fromɯNorthernɯ Irelandɯdataɯ gatheredɯ byɯButterflyɯ

Conservation,ɯandɯfromɯtheɯNBNɯGateway.ɯ

EighteenɯpercentɯofɯtheɯnativeɯIrishɯbutterflyɯfaunaɯisɯunderɯthreatɯofɯextinction.ɯAɯfurtherɯ15ɯpercentɯisɯ

Nearɯ Threatened.ɯ Theɯ resultsɯ showɯ thatɯ oneɯ speciesɯ isɯ extinctɯ (Mountainɯ Ringlet),ɯ sixɯ speciesɯ areɯ

threatenedɯ(EndangeredɯorɯVulnerable)ɯandɯfiveɯspeciesɯareɯNearɯThreatened.ɯThisɯsituationɯisɯdueɯtoɯ

populationɯdeclinesɯandɯrangeɯreductionsɯcausedɯinɯtheɯmainɯbyɯdeclineɯinɯhabitatɯquality.ɯ

Theɯsixɯthreatenedɯspeciesɯare:ɯɯ

 PearlɪBorderedɯFritillaryɯ(Boloriaɯeuphrosyne)ɯ–ɯEndangeredɯ

 SmallɯBlueɯ(Cupidoɯminimus)ɯ–ɯEndangeredɯ

 Wallɯ(Lasiomataɯmegera)ɯ–ɯEndangeredɯ

 DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ(Argynnisɯaglaja)ɯ–ɯVulnerableɯ

 LargeɯHeathɯ(Coenonymphaɯtullia)ɯ–ɯVulnerableɯ

 MarshɯFritillaryɯ(Euphydryasɯaurinia)ɯ–ɯVulnerableɯ

TheɯfiveɯNearɯThreatenedɯspeciesɯare:ɯ

 DingyɯSkipperɯ(Erynnisɯtages)ɯ

 Gatekeeperɯ(Pyroniaɯtithonus)ɯ

 Graylingɯ(Hipparchiaɯsemele)ɯ

 SmallɯHeathɯ(Coenonymphaɯpamphilus)ɯ

 WoodɯWhiteɯ(Leptideaɯsinapis)ɯ

NoɯIrishɯbutterflyɯspeciesɯisɯlistedɯasɯthreatenedɯonɯtheɯIUCNɯglobalɯredɯlistɯ(www.iucnredlist.org)ɯbutɯ

oneɯ speciesɯ isɯ listedɯ asɯ threatenedɯ onɯ theɯ Europeanɯ Redɯ List:ɯ Largeɯ Heathɯ Coenonymphaɯ tulliaɯ

(Vulnerable,ɯA2c;ɯvanɯSwaayɯetɯal.,ɯ2010).ɯTheɯMarshɯFritillaryɯEuphydryasɯauriniaɯisɯlistedɯinɯAnnexɯIIɯ

ofɯtheɯEuropeanɯUnionɯHabitatsɯDirective.ɯ

ɯ
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INTRODUCTION 

Insectsɯmakeɯupɯaɯ largeɯproportionɯofɯ Ireland’sɯbiodiversityɯ (Reganɯ etɯal.,ɯ2010)ɯandɯareɯessentialɯ toɯ

ecosystemɯfunctioning.ɯɯInɯspiteɯofɯthis,ɯtheyɯareɯanɯunderɪstudiedɯandɯunderɪappreciatedɯcomponentɯ

ofɯourɯwildlife.ɯButterfliesɯareɯtheɯexceptionɯtoɯthisɯstatement.ɯɯTheyɯareɯaɯpopular,ɯcharismaticɯgroupɯ

ofɯinsectsɯthatɯcaptureɯtheɯimaginationɯofɯscientistsɯandɯtheɯpublicɯalike.ɯɯ

Butterfliesɯ areɯ importantɯ indicatorsɯ ofɯ biodiversityɯ andɯ theyɯ canɯ beɯ usedɯ toɯmonitorɯ theɯ healthɯ ofɯ

ecosystemsɯandɯ theɯ impactɯofɯ landɯmanagement.ɯBeingɯ insectsɯwithɯmostlyɯ shortɯgenerationɯ times,ɯ

theirɯ populationsɯ reactɯ quicklyɯ (positivelyɯ orɯ negatively)ɯ inɯ responseɯ toɯ alterationsɯ inɯ theirɯ

environmentɯ andɯ soɯ theyɯ haveɯ greatɯ potentialɯ forɯmonitoringɯ change.ɯ InɯEurope,ɯmanyɯ butterfliesɯ

declinedɯseverelyɯinɯrangeɯandɯpopulationɯinɯtheɯ20thɯcentury.ɯThisɯdownwardɯtrendɯisɯstillɯcontinuingɯ

asɯshownɯbyɯtheɯrecentɯEuropeanɯRedɯListɯofɯButterfliesɯwhichɯdeterminedɯthatɯaɯthirdɯofɯbutterfliesɯ

hadɯdeclinedɯduringɯtheɯfirstɯdecadeɯofɯtheɯ21stɯcenturyɯ(vanɯSwaayɯetɯal.,ɯ2010).ɯInɯGreatɯBritain,ɯtheɯ

recentɯregionalɯredɯlistɯhasɯshownɯthatɯ39%ɯofɯBritishɯbutterfliesɯareɯclassifiedɯasɯregionallyɯextinctɯorɯ

underɯthreatɯofɯextinctionɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ2009).ɯ

Theɯ principalɯ causesɯ ofɯ theɯ declineɯ inɯ theɯ butterflyɯ populationsɯ throughoutɯ Europeɯ areɯ relatedɯ toɯ

changesɯ inɯ landɯmanagement.ɯTheɯmostɯsignificantɯareɯ theɯagriculturalɯ intensificationɯofɯproductiveɯ

landɯ andɯ theɯ abandonmentɯ ofɯ traditionalɯ farmingɯ practicesɯ especiallyɯ grazingɯ onɯmarginalɯ land.ɯ

Althoughɯdifferentɯ inɯoutcome,ɯ theseɯchangesɯ inɯ theɯ landscapeɯhaveɯparticularlyɯreducedɯ theɯextentɯ

andɯqualityɯofɯflowerɪrichɯhabitatsɯthatɯsupportɯtheɯmostɯspeciesɪrichɯEuropeanɯbutterflyɯcommunitiesɯ

(vanɯSwaayɯetɯal.,ɯ2010).ɯɯ

Irelandɯisɯnotɯrichɯinɯbutterflies.ɯTheɯspeciesɯrichnessɯofɯtheɯislandɯisɯtheɯlowestɯofɯanyɯEuropeanɯUnionɯ

countryɯ(vanɯSwaayɯetɯal.,ɯ2010).ɯ ɯInɯcommonɯwithɯallɯotherɯelementsɯofɯbiodiversity,ɯtheɯreasonsɯforɯ

thisɯareɯ relatedɯ toɯ theɯ recentɯclimatologicalɯhistoryɯ togetherɯwithɯhabitatɯandɯ foodplantɯavailability.ɯ

Nevertheless,ɯandɯalthoughɯmostɯofɯourɯspeciesɯareɯwidespreadɯthroughoutɯEurope,ɯtheɯIrishɯbutterflyɯ

faunaɯdoesɯexhibitɯsomeɯinterestingɯfeaturesɯandɯholdsɯimportantɯpopulationsɯofɯcertainɯspecies.ɯTheɯ

compositionɯofɯ theɯbutterflyɯ faunaɯofɯ Irelandɯdiffersɯ fromɯ thatɯofɯ theɯneighbouringɯ islandɯofɯGreatɯ

Britainɯ somewhat,ɯmostɯ conspicuouslyɯ demonstratedɯ byɯ theɯ speciesɯ ofɯwoodɯwhiteɯ Leptideaɯ spp.ɯ

Morphologicalɯdifferencesɯareɯapparentɯ inɯsomeɯspeciesɯrelativeɯ toɯ theɯ formsɯ foundɯ inɯGreatɯBritainɯ

andɯelsewhereɯwhichɯhaveɯbeenɯdescribedɯasɯseparateɯsubspeciesɯ(Bondɯetɯal.,ɯ2006).ɯFewɯstudiesɯofɯtheɯ

Irishɯ populationsɯ haveɯ goneɯ beyondɯ thisɯ superficialɯ level,ɯ butɯ thereɯ isɯ potentialɯ forɯmoreɯ detailedɯ

ecologicalɯandɯgeneticɯresearch.ɯɯ

ɯ

LEGAL PROTECTION 

TheɯMarshɯFritillaryɯEuphydryasɯauriniaɯisɯprotectedɯunderɯtheɯEUɯHabitatsɯDirectiveɯ[92/43/EEC].ɯTheɯ

DingyɯSkipperɯErynnisɯtages,ɯBrimstoneɯGonepteryxɯrhamni,ɯHollyɯBlueɯCelastrinaɯargiolus,ɯLargeɯHeathɯ

Coenonymphaɯ tullia,ɯMarshɯ FritillaryɯEuphydryasɯ aurinia,ɯPurpleɯHairstreakɯNeozephyrusɯ quercus,ɯ andɯ

SmallɯBlueɯCupidoɯminimusɯ areɯ legallyɯprotectedɯunderɯ theɯWildlifeɯ (Northernɯ Ireland)ɯOrderɯ 1985,ɯ

whileɯnoɯbutterflyɯspeciesɯisɯlegallyɯprotectedɯinɯtheɯRepublicɯofɯIrelandɯunderɯtheɯWildlifeɯAct,ɯ1976ɯ

orɯtheɯWildlifeɯ(Amendment)ɯAct,ɯ2000.ɯTheɯonlyɯIrishɯspeciesɯonɯtheɯEuropeanɯRedɯListɯofɯButterfliesɯ

isɯtheɯLargeɯHeathɯCoenonymphaɯtulliaɯ(vanɯSwaayɯetɯal.,ɯ2010).ɯ
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NOMENCLATURE 

NomenclatureɯfollowsɯBondɯetɯal.ɯ(2006)ɯandɯBradleyɯ(2000).ɯɯ

ɯ

DEVELOPMENT OF THE RED LIST 

Methodology used 

TheɯbutterflyɯlistɯisɯtheɯfourthɯinɯaɯseriesɯofɯregionalɯredɯlistsɯforɯtheɯislandɯofɯIrelandɯbeingɯdevelopedɯ

byɯ theɯ Nationalɯ Parksɯ andɯ Wildlifeɯ Serviceɯ andɯ theɯ Northernɯ Irelandɯ Environmentɯ Agencyɯ inɯ

conjunctionɯ withɯ theɯ Nationalɯ Biodiversityɯ Dataɯ Centre.ɯ Theɯ dataɯ gatheredɯ byɯ theɯ Butterflyɯ

Monitoringɯ Schemeɯ (runɯ byɯ theɯNationalɯ BiodiversityɯDataɯCentreɯ inɯ theɯRepublicɯ ofɯ Irelandɯ andɯ

Butterflyɯ Conservationɯ inɯNorthernɯ Ireland),ɯ Butterflyɯ Irelandɯ (theɯ recordingɯ schemeɯ runɯ byɯ Theɯ

DublinɯNaturalists’ɯFieldɯClubɯcoveringɯtheɯRepublicɯofɯIreland)ɯandɯtheɯNorthernɯIrelandɯBranchɯofɯ

ButterflyɯConservationɯhasɯmadeɯitɯpossibleɯtoɯevaluateɯtheɯconservationɯstatusɯofɯIrishɯbutterflies.ɯ

TheɯInternationalɯUnionɯforɯtheɯConservationɯofɯNatureɯ(IUCN)ɯprovidesɯguidelinesɯforɯusingɯtheɯredɯ

listɯcategoriesɯatɯaɯregionalɯlevelɯ(IUCN,ɯ2003).ɯThisɯguidanceɯwasɯusedɯalongsideɯtheɯIUCNɯcategoriesɯ

andɯ criteriaɯ (IUCN,ɯ2001)ɯandɯguidelinesɯ forɯ theirɯapplicationɯ (IUCN,ɯ2008;ɯ seeɯAppendixɯ1)ɯ inɯ theɯ

productionɯofɯthisɯredɯlist.ɯɯ

Data sources 

ButterfliesɯhaveɯbeenɯrecordedɯinɯIrelandɯsinceɯtheɯ1800sɯandɯtheɯfirstɯProvisionalɯDistributionɯAtlasɯofɯ

Butterfliesɯ inɯ Irelandɯwasɯproducedɯ byɯ theɯ IrishɯBiologicalɯRecordsɯCentreɯ inɯ 1975ɯ (Crichtonɯ&ɯNíɯ

Lamhna,ɯ1975)ɯandɯ theɯ lastɯeditionɯ inɯ1980ɯ (NíɯLamhna,ɯ1980).ɯSinceɯ thenɯ threeɯpublicationsɯonɯ theɯ

butterfliesɯofɯBritainɯandɯIrelandɯhaveɯincludedɯdistributionɯmapsɯ(Heathɯetɯal.,ɯ1984,ɯAsherɯetɯal.,ɯ2001ɯ

andɯFoxɯetɯal.,ɯ2006).ɯTheseɯhaveɯbeenɯconsultedɯinɯtheɯassessmentɯofɯtheɯIrishɯspeciesɯtogetherɯwithɯtheɯ

mapsɯ availableɯ onɯ theɯ Butterflyɯ Irelandɯwebsiteɯ (www.butterflyireland.comɯmaintainedɯ byɯDublinɯ

Naturalists’ɯ Fieldɯ Club)ɯ andɯ theɯ Butterfliesɯ andɯMothsɯ ofɯ N.ɯ Irelandɯ (www.habitas.org.uk/mothsɯ

maintainedɯbyɯNorthernɯIrelandɯBranchɯofɯButterflyɯConservationɯandɯCEDaR).ɯTheɯmappedɯdataɯwasɯ

availableɯatɯtheɯhectadɯ(10ɯkmɯxɯ10ɯkm)ɯlevel.ɯɯɯ

Althoughɯ theɯdistributionɯdataɯ forɯbutterfliesɯ areɯmoreɯ comprehensiveɯ thanɯ anyɯotherɯ invertebrateɯ

groupɯ inɯ Ireland,ɯ theɯdataɯsourcesɯhaveɯ limitations.ɯThisɯwasɯgivenɯappropriateɯconsiderationɯ inɯ theɯ

assessmentɯprocessɯandɯtheɯdistributionalɯdataɯhasɯbeenɯsupplementedɯbyɯexpertɯopinion.ɯ ɯTheɯonlyɯ

IUCNɯcriteraɯusedɯwereɯAɯandɯBɯinɯtheɯabsenceɯofɯanyɯpopulationɯlevelɯdata.ɯɯ

Regionally determined settings 

Theɯtimeɯframeɯforɯassessingɯchangeɯwasɯsetɯatɯ1995ɪ2009ɯ(toɯ31ɯDecemberɯ2009)ɯandɯpreɪ1995ɯ(priorɯtoɯ

31ɯDecemberɯ 1994).ɯThereɯ isɯ reasonableɯdistributionɯ coverageɯ forɯ theseɯ timeɯperiodsɯ andɯ itɯ isɯ alsoɯ

consistentɯwithɯotherɯrecentɯregionalɯredɯ listɯassessmentsɯforɯotherɯgroupsɯofɯIrishɯ invertebrate:ɯbeesɯ

(Fitzpatrickɯetɯal.,ɯ2006),ɯwaterɯbeetlesɯ(Fosterɯetɯal.,ɯ2009)ɯandɯnonɪmarineɯmolluscsɯ(Byrneɯetɯal.,ɯ2009).ɯɯ

Aɯ speciesɯwasɯ consideredɯ extinctɯ ifɯ itɯ hadɯ notɯ beenɯ recordedɯ inɯ overɯ 100ɯ years.ɯNoɯ speciesɯwasɯ

consideredɯdataɯdeficient,ɯi.e.ɯlittleɯorɯnoɯinformationɯonɯtheɯabundanceɯandɯdistributionɯofɯtheɯspecies.ɯ
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TheɯIUCNɯadviseɯthatɯredɯlistsɯareɯreɪevaluatedɯeveryɯfiveɯyearsɯifɯpossible,ɯorɯatɯleastɯeveryɯtenɯyears.ɯ

TheɯIrishɯButterflyɯMonitoringɯSchemeɯwillɯhopefullyɯprovideɯmoreɯdetailedɯpopulationɯassessmentsɯ

forɯtheɯnextɯfullɯredɯlistɯassessmentɯofɯIrishɯbutterflies,ɯwhichɯshouldɯtakeɯplaceɯnoɯlaterɯthanɯ2020.ɯ

Theɯ assessmentɯwasɯ carriedɯoutɯonɯ anɯ allɪIrelandɯbasis.ɯHowever,ɯ forɯ twoɯ species,ɯSmallɯBlueɯ andɯ

Wall,ɯaɯseparateɯassessmentɯwasɯmadeɯforɯtheɯpopulationɯinɯNorthernɯIreland.ɯThisɯwasɯatɯtheɯrequestɯ

ofɯtheɯlocalɯexpertsɯtoɯemphasizeɯtheɯdeclineɯandɯpoorɯconservationɯstatusɯofɯtheseɯspeciesɯinɯNorthernɯ

Ireland.ɯ

TheɯIUCNɯregionalɯguidelinesɯrecommendɯthatɯregionalɯassessmentsɯshouldɯbeɯcarriedɯoutɯinɯaɯtwoɪ

stepɯprocessɯ(IUCN,ɯ2003).ɯStepɯoneɯisɯtheɯinitialɯassessmentɯofɯtheɯregionalɯpopulation.ɯStepɯtwoɯcanɯ

beɯ appliedɯ ifɯ thereɯ areɯ anyɯ conspecificɯ populationsɯ outsideɯ theɯ regionɯ thatɯmayɯ affectɯ theɯ riskɯ ofɯ

extinctionɯwithinɯtheɯregion.ɯThisɯwasɯdeterminedɯnotɯtoɯapplyɯtoɯtheɯIrishɯbutterflyɯpopulationsɯandɯ

theɯRedɯListɯCategoriesɯdefinedɯbyɯtheɯcriteriaɯwereɯadoptedɯunaltered.ɯɯ

Species coverage 

Aɯ totalɯofɯ33ɯspeciesɯwereɯassessedɯ includingɯresidentɯandɯregularɯmigrantsɯ (Tableɯ1).ɯAllɯ taxaɯwereɯ

assessedɯatɯtheɯspeciesɯlevel.ɯRareɯmigrant,ɯvagrantɯandɯadventiveɯspeciesɯandɯthoseɯwhichɯhaveɯbeenɯ

establishedɯinɯIrelandɯforɯlessɯthanɯ10ɯyearsɯwereɯnotɯassessed.ɯɯTheseɯspeciesɯareɯlistedɯinɯTableɯ2.ɯ

Assessment group 

Theɯ assessmentɯwasɯ undertakenɯ atɯ aɯmeetingɯ onɯ 20ɯAugustɯ 2010ɯ atɯNationalɯ Parksɯ andɯWildlifeɯ

Serviceɯ officesɯ inɯ Dublin.ɯ Thoseɯ inɯ attendanceɯ were;ɯ Bobɯ Aldwell,ɯ Kenɯ Bond,ɯ Jesmondɯ Harding,ɯ

NaomiɯKingston,ɯFerdiaɯMarnell,ɯDavidɯNash,ɯBrianɯNelson,ɯDavidɯNixon,ɯEugenieɯRegan,ɯandɯChrisɯ

Wilson.ɯ

Species accounts 

Thereɯisɯaɯwealthɯofɯpublicationsɯfromɯelsewhereɯonɯtheɯidentification,ɯecologyɯandɯconservationɯofɯtheɯ

butterflyɯ speciesɯ whichɯ areɯ foundɯ inɯ Irelandɯ andɯ soɯ onlyɯ briefɯ speciesɯ accountsɯ areɯ given.ɯ Thisɯ

informationɯ isɯderivedɯ fromɯpublishedɯandɯunpublishedɯsourcesɯmentionedɯaboveɯandɯalsoɯBondɯ&ɯ

Gittingsɯ (2008),ɯHardingɯ(2008)ɯandɯThompsonɯ&ɯNelsonɯ(2006)ɯwhichɯareɯnotɯcitedɯ inɯ theɯaccounts.ɯ

Otherɯinformationɯcanɯbeɯaccessedɯbyɯconsultingɯtheɯbibliographiesɯofɯtheseɯpublications.ɯɯTheɯspeciesɯ

accountsɯareɯpresentedɯinɯalphabeticalɯorderɯbyɯcommonɯname.ɯ

Theɯmapsɯ presentedɯ inɯ thisɯ Redɯ Listɯ forɯ theɯ Threatenedɯ andɯNearɯ Threatenedɯ speciesɯ haveɯ beenɯ

generatedɯusingɯpublishedɯsources,ɯincludingɯHeathɯetɯal.ɯ(1984),ɯAsherɯetɯal.ɯ(2001),ɯFoxɯetɯal.ɯ(2006),ɯ

andɯ theɯ Dublinɯ NaturalistsɅɯ Fieldɯ Clubɯ website,ɯ www.butterflyireland.com.ɯ Aɯ fullɯ copyɯ ofɯ theɯ

NorthernɯIrelandɯdataɯwasɯsuppliedɯbyɯtheɯNorthernɯIrelandɯbranchɯofɯButterflyɯConservation.ɯ

Tableɯ1ɯlistsɯallɯtheɯIrishɯspeciesɯwithɯtheirɯredɯlistɯassessmentɯforɯIreland.ɯOneɯspecies,ɯtheɯmountainɯ

ringlet,ɯwasɯevaluatedɯasɯRegionallyɯExtinctɯandɯhasɯnotɯbeenɯrecordedɯinɯIrelandɯforɯoverɯ100ɯyears.ɯ

Threeɯspeciesɯ (PearlɪborderedɯFritillary,ɯSmallɯBlueɯandɯWall)ɯwereɯevaluatedɯasɯEndangered,ɯ threeɯ

speciesɯ (DarkɯGreenɯFritillary,ɯLargeɯHeathɯandɯMarshɯFritillary)ɯasɯVulnerable,ɯandɯ fiveɯspeciesɯasɯ

NearɯThreatenedɯ(DingyɯSkipper,ɯGatekeeper,ɯGrayling,ɯSmallɯHeathɯandɯWoodɯWhite).ɯThisɯisɯaɯtotalɯ

ofɯ11ɯspeciesɯoutɯofɯ33ɯresidentɯandɯregularɯmigrantɯspecies.ɯThereforeɯ18ɯpercentɯofɯourɯnativeɯIrishɯ
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butterflyɯ faunaɯ isɯunderɯ threatɯofɯextinctionɯandɯ15ɯpercentɯ isɯNearɯThreatenedɯ (Figureɯ1).ɯSeparateɯ

threatɯstatusesɯwereɯdeterminedɯforɯtheɯNorthernɯIrelandɯpopulationsɯofɯtheɯSmallɯBlueɯandɯWall.ɯɯ

Table 1:ɯRedɯListɯofɯIrishɯButterflies.ɯ

Speciesɯ Criteria 
All‐Ireland 

assessment

Northern Ireland 

assessment 

MountainɯRingletɯɯErebiaɯepiphronɯ(Knoch,ɯ1783)ɯ ɯ RE   

PearlɪborderedɯFritillaryɯBoloriaɯeuphrosyneɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ B2ab(ii, iii, iv)  EN   

SmallɯBlueɯCupidoɯminimusɯ(Fuessly,ɯ1775)ɯ B2ab(ii, iii, iv)  EN  CR (A2c, B2ab(i,ii,iii)) 

WallɯLasiommataɯmegeraɯ(L.,ɯ1767)ɯ A2c  EN  CR (A2ac, B2ab(i,ii,iii))

DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯArgynnisɯaglajaɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ A3c  VU   

LargeɯHeathɯCoenonymphaɯtulliaɯ(Müller,ɯ1764)ɯ A3c  VU   

MarshɯFritillaryɯEuphydryasɯauriniaɯ(Rottemburg,ɯ1775)ɯ A2c  VU   

DingyɯSkipperɯErynnisɯtagesɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ A3c  NT  ɯ

GatekeeperɯPyroniaɯtithonusɯ(L.,ɯ1767)ɯ A2ac  NT  ɯ

GraylingɯHipparchiaɯsemeleɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ A3c  NTɯ ɯ

SmallɯHeathɯCoenonymphaɯpamphilusɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ A2c  NT  ɯ

WoodɯWhiteɯLeptideaɯsinapisɯ(L.,ɯ1758).ɯɯ A3cɯ NTɯ ɯ

BrimstoneɯGonepteryxɯrhamniɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

BrownɯHairstreakɯTheclaɯbetulaeɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ   lcɯ  

CommonɯBlueɯPolyommatusɯicarusɯ(Rottemburg,ɯ1775)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

CloudedɯYellowɯColiasɯcroceusɯ(Fourcroy,ɯ1785)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

GreenɯHairstreakɯCallophrysɯrubiɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

GreenɪveinedɯWhiteɯPierisɯnapiɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

HollyɯBlueɯCelastrinaɯargiolusɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

LargeɯWhiteɯPierisɯbrassicaeɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

MeadowɯBrownɯManiolaɯjurtinaɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

OrangeɯTipɯAnthocharisɯcardaminesɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

PaintedɯLadyɯVanessaɯcarduiɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

PeacockɯInachisɯioɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

PurpleɯHairstreakɯNeozephyrusɯquercusɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

Réal’sɯWoodɯWhiteɯLeptideaɯrealiɯReissinger,ɯ1989ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

RedɯAdmiralɯVanessaɯatalantaɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

RingletɯAphantopusɯhyperantusɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

SmallɯCopperɯLycaenaɯphlaeasɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

SmallɯTortoiseshellɯAglaisɯurticaeɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

SmallɯWhiteɯPierisɯrapaeɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

SilverɪwashedɯFritillaryɯArgynnisɯpaphiaɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

SpeckledɯWoodɯParargeɯaegeriaɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ ɯ lcɯ ɯ

NomenclatureɯfollowsɯBondɯetɯal.ɯ(2006)ɯandɯBradleyɯ(2000).ɯREɯ=ɯregionallyɯextinct,ɯCRɯ=ɯcriticallyɯendangered,ɯ

ENɯ =ɯ endangered,ɯ VUɯ =ɯ vulnerable,ɯ NTɯ =ɯ Nearɯ Threatened,ɯ lcɯ =ɯ leastɯ concern.ɯ Separateɯ Northernɯ Irelandɯ

assessmentsɯwereɯmadeɯforɯonlyɯtwoɯspecies,ɯSmallɯBlueɯandɯWall.ɯ

ɯ
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Table 2: SpeciesɯincludedɯinɯtheɯIrishɯchecklistɯ(Bondɯetɯal.,ɯ2006)ɯorɯaddedɯsubsequently,ɯwhichɯwereɯnotɯassessed.ɯ

Species  Status  Reason for non assessment 

AmericanɯPaintedɯLadyɯVanessaɯvirginiensisɯ(Drury,ɯ1773)ɯ Vagrantɯ Vagrant/neverɯestablishedɯ

BathɯWhiteɯPontiaɯdaplidiceɯ(L.,1758)ɯ Vagrantɯ Vagrant/neverɯestablishedɯ

CamberwellɯBeautyɯAglaisɯantiopaɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ
Migrantɯandɯ

adventiveɯ
Vagrant/neverɯestablishedɯ

CommaɯPolygoniaɯcɪalbumɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ
Likelyɯtoɯbeɯresident,ɯ

butɯnotɯprovenɯ

Notɯestablishedɯforɯmoreɯ

thanɯ10ɯyearsɯ

EssexɯSkipperɯThymelicusɯlineolaɯ(Ochsenheimer,ɯ1808)ɯ
Resident,ɯrecentlyɯ

establishedɯ

Notɯestablishedɯforɯmoreɯ

thanɯ10ɯyearsɯ

LargeɯCopperɯLycaenaɯdisparɯ(Haworth,ɯ1803)ɯ
Introduced,ɯbutɯnowɯ

extinctɯ
Knownɯintroductionɯ

MonarchɯDanausɯplexippusɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ Vagrantɯ Vagrant/neverɯestablishedɯ

QueenɯofɯSpainɯFritillaryɯIssoriaɯlathoniaɯ(L.,ɯ1758)ɯ Vagrantɯ Vagrant/neverɯestablishedɯ

SwallowtailɯPapilioɯmachaonɯL.,ɯ1758ɯ Accidentalɯ Vagrant/neverɯestablishedɯ

TigerɯSwallowtailɯPapilioɯglaucusɯL.,ɯ1758ɯ Adventiveɯ Vagrant/neverɯestablishedɯ

Thoseɯspeciesɯunderɯthreatɯareɯmainlyɯexperiencingɯpopulationɯreductionsɯratherɯthanɯhavingɯlimitedɯ

geographicɯ rangesɯ (Tableɯ 3),ɯ withɯ nineɯ ofɯ theɯ elevenɯ threatenedɯ andɯ Nearɯ Threatenedɯ speciesɯ

evaluatedɯ underɯ IUCNɯ criterionɯ A.ɯ ɯ Tableɯ 4ɯ listsɯ theɯ occurrenceɯ ofɯ allɯ theɯ redɯ listedɯ andɯ Nearɯ

ThreatenedɯspeciesɯinɯtheɯAnnexɯIɯhabitatsɯofɯtheɯEuropeanɯUnionɯHabitatsɯDirectiveɯ[92/43/EEC].ɯThisɯ

alsoɯgivesɯtheɯconservationɯassessmentɯforɯtheseɯhabitatsɯ(NPWS,ɯ2008).ɯThisɯonlyɯcoversɯtheɯhabitatɯ

resourceɯ inɯ theɯ Republicɯ ofɯ Ireland.ɯ Similarɯ dataɯ areɯ notɯ availableɯ forɯ Northernɯ Ireland,ɯ asɯ theɯ

assessmentsɯ ofɯ theɯNorthernɯ Irelandɯ resourceɯ ofɯ theseɯ habitatsɯwereɯ consideredɯ asɯpartɯ ofɯ theɯUKɯ

assessment.ɯɯ

Figure 1:ɯPercentageɯofɯtheɯnativeɯIrishɯbutterflyɯfaunaɯwithinɯeachɯofɯtheɯIUCNɯregionalɯredɯlistɯcategories.ɯ
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Table 3:ɯSummaryɯofɯevaluationsɯandɯbreakdownɯofɯmainɯIUCNɯcriteriaɯ

  IUCN criteria 

 
No. spp. 

A2  A3  B2 

Criticallyɯendangeredɯ 0ɯ ɯ ɯ ɯ

Endangeredɯ 3ɯ 1ɯ ɯ 2ɯ

Vulnerableɯ 3ɯ 1ɯ 2ɯ ɯ

NearɯThreatenedɯ 5ɯ 2ɯ 3ɯ ɯ

ɯ

Table 4:ɯɯSummaryɯtableɯshowingɯassociationsɯofɯtheɯthreatenedɯandɯNearɯThreatenedɯIrishɯbutterfliesɯwithɯtheɯ

habitatsɯlistedɯonɯAnnexɯIɯofɯtheɯHabitatsɯDirective.ɯɯTheɯhabitatɯassociationsɯareɯfromɯBondɯ&ɯGittingsɯ(2008)ɯandɯ

expertɯopinion.ɯTheɯhabitatɯassessmentsɯareɯfromɯNPWSɯ(2008)ɯandɯcoverɯtheɯRepublicɯofɯIrelandɯonly.ɯ

Annex I Habitat  Future 

prospects 
Overall

Threatened Irish butterflies associated with this habitat 

1230ɯVegetatedɯseaɯcliffsɯ Poorɯ Poorɯ Wallɯ(EN);ɯGraylingɯ(NT)ɯ

2130ɯFixedɯdunesɯ(greyɯ

dunes)ɯɯ
Badɯ Badɯ

DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯSmallɯBlueɯ(EN);ɯWallɯ(EN);ɯ

Marshɯfritillaryɯ(VU);ɯGraylingɯ(NT);ɯSmallɯHeathɯ(NT)ɯ

2150ɯDecalcifiedɯduneɯheathɯɯ Poorɯ Badɯ Graylingɯ(NT)ɯ

2190ɯHumidɯduneɯslacksɯ Badɯ Badɯ DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯMarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU)ɯ

21A0ɯMachairɯ
Badɯ Badɯ

DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯSmallɯBlueɯ(EN);ɯWallɯ(EN)ɯ

MarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯSmallɯHeathɯ(NT)ɯ

4010ɯWetɯheathɯ Badɯ Badɯ MarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU)ɯ

4030ɯDryɯheathɯ Poorɯ Poorɯ DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯWallɯ(EN);ɯGraylingɯ(NT)ɯ

6210ɯOrchidɯrich/calcareousɯ

grasslandɯɯ
Badɯ Badɯ

DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯPearlɪborderedɯFritillaryɯ(EN);ɯ

SmallɯBlueɯ(EN);ɯWallɯ(EN);ɯMarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯDingyɯ

Skipperɯ(NT);ɯGraylingɯ(NT);ɯSmallɯHeathɯ(NT);ɯWoodɯ

Whiteɯ(NT)ɯ

6230ɯSpeciesɪrichɯNardusɯ

uplandɯgrasslandɯɯ
Badɯ Badɯ

MountainɯRingletɯ(RE)ɯ

6410ɯMoliniaɯmeadowsɯ Badɯ Badɯ MarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU)ɯ

7110ɯRaisedɯbogɯ(active)ɯɯ Badɯ Badɯ LargeɯHeathɯ(VU)ɯ

7120ɯDegradedɯraisedɯbogsɯ Poorɯ Poorɯ Wallɯ(EN);ɯLargeɯHeathɯ(VU);ɯMarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU)ɯ

7130ɯBlanketɯbogɯ(active)ɯɯ Poorɯ Badɯ LargeɯHeathɯ(VU)ɯ

7140ɯTransitionɯmiresɯ Badɯ Badɯ MarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU)ɯ

7230ɯAlkalineɯfensɯ Badɯ Badɯ MarshɯFritillaryɯ(VU)ɯ

8240ɯLimestoneɯpavementɯ

Poorɯ Poorɯ

DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ(VU);ɯPearlɪborderedɯFritillaryɯ(EN);ɯ

SmallɯBlueɯ(EN);ɯWallɯ(EN);ɯDingyɯSkipperɯ(NT);ɯGraylingɯ

(NT);ɯWoodɯWhiteɯ(NT)ɯ
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SPECIES NOTES 

Brimstone Gonepteryxɯrhamni        IUCN least concern 

TheɯmainɯhabitatɯofɯtheɯBrimstoneɯisɯscrubɯandɯopenɯwoodlandɯoftenɯcloseɯtoɯwetlandsɯandɯusuallyɯonɯ

limestone.ɯItɯalsoɯoccursɯinɯwoodlandɯonɯbogs,ɯespeciallyɯinɯtheɯeastɯofɯitsɯrange.ɯItsɯIrishɯdistributionɯisɯ

largelyɯrestrictedɯtoɯtheɯlimestoneɯareasɯofɯtheɯwestɯandɯinɯtheɯmidlands,ɯreflectingɯtheɯdistributionɯofɯ

itsɯlarvalɯfoodplants,ɯPurgingɯBuckthornɯRhamnusɯcatharticaɯandɯAlderɯBuckthornɯFrangulaɯalnus.ɯItɯhasɯ

beenɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcernɯinɯIreland.ɯInɯNorthernɯIrelandɯbreedingɯhasɯonlyɯbeenɯconfirmedɯfromɯ

theɯLoughɯErneɯarea,ɯCo.ɯFermanagh.ɯTheɯhabitatɯ isɯ stillɯpresentɯandɯapparentlyɯ suitable,ɯbutɯ thereɯ

haveɯbeenɯnoɯbreedingɯ recordsɯ forɯoverɯ 20ɯyears.ɯThereɯhasɯbeenɯnoɯ changeɯ inɯ statusɯ inɯNorthernɯ

Irelandɯinɯtheɯperiodɯcoveredɯbyɯthisɯassessmentɯsoɯaɯseparateɯthreatɯstatusɯisɯnotɯjustified.ɯɯ

Brown Hairstreak Theclaɯbetulae        IUCN least concern 

Theɯ Brownɯ Hairstreakɯ isɯ restrictedɯ toɯ theɯ limestoneɯ districtsɯ ofɯ Clareɯ andɯ Galwayɯ withɯ aɯ smallɯ

populationɯ inɯTipperary.ɯ Itsɯ larvalɯ foodplantɯ isɯBlackthornɯPrunusɯ spinosaɯandɯpopulationsɯoccurɯ inɯ

warmɯsouthɪfacing,ɯshelteredɯclearings,ɯroadsidesɯandɯscrubɯwhereɯthisɯshrubɯoccurs.ɯInɯGreatɯBritain,ɯ

itsɯ redɯ listɯ statusɯ isɯVulnerableɯ basedɯonɯpopulationɯdeclineɯ asɯ aɯ resultɯ ofɯunfavourableɯhedgerowɯ

managementɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ2006;ɯ2009).ɯItɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcernɯforɯIreland,ɯbutɯinɯlightɯofɯitsɯ

restrictedɯgeographicɯrange,ɯtheɯpopulationsɯshouldɯbeɯmonitored.ɯ

Clouded Yellow Coliasɯcroceus        IUCN least concern 

Thisɯ isɯaɯmigrantɯfromɯsouthernɯEuropeɯwhichɯ isɯseenɯ inɯIrelandɯ inɯmostɯyears,ɯalthoughɯ inɯvariableɯ

numbers.ɯRecordsɯareɯmostɯcommonɯonɯsouthɯandɯeastɯcoastalɯsites,ɯbutɯinɯsomeɯyears,ɯitɯcanɯbeɯseenɯ

throughoutɯ Ireland.ɯAdultsɯcanɯbeɯseenɯ inɯmanyɯopenɯhabitatsɯ thatɯprovideɯanɯabundanceɯofɯnectarɯ

plantsɯespeciallyɯspeciesɯofɯCloverɯ (Trifoliumɯ species).ɯ Inɯyearsɯwithɯanɯearlyɯ influx,ɯaɯgenerationɯofɯ

locallyɪbredɯadultsɯwillɯbeɯproduced.ɯThereɯisɯsomeɯevidenceɯthatɯtheɯCloudedɯYellowɯisɯbeginningɯtoɯ

overwinterɯ inɯ Irelandɯ asɯ inɯWexfordɯduringɯ theɯwinterɯ ofɯ 2008/2009.ɯ Itɯ hasɯ beenɯ assessedɯ asɯ leastɯ

concern.ɯɯ

Common Blue Polyommatusɯicarus        IUCN least concern 

Thisɯ speciesɯ isɯ widespreadɯ inɯ Ireland.ɯ Itɯ isɯ foundɯmainlyɯ inɯ dry,ɯ openɯ habitatsɯ withɯ theɯ largestɯ

populationsɯonɯsandɯdunesɯandɯextensiveɯunimprovedɯgrasslands.ɯAlthoughɯitsɯinlandɯdistributionɯisɯ

localisedɯ andɯ fragmentedɯ itɯ remainsɯ commonɯ inɯ coastalɯ localitiesɯ andɯ itɯhasɯbeenɯ assessedɯ asɯ leastɯ

concern.ɯ
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Dark Green Fritillary Argynnisɯaglajaɯɯ ɯɯɯɯIUCN Vulnerable [A3c] 
y

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

Theɯmainɯhabitatsɯforɯthisɯspeciesɯareɯcoastalɯheathsɯandɯsandɯdunes,ɯextensiveɯcalcareousɯgrasslandsɯ

andɯmarginalɯheathɯandɯgrasslandsɯonɯopenɯhillsides.ɯTheɯconservationɯstatusɯofɯallɯtheseɯhabitatsɯ isɯ

poorɯ bothɯ forɯ currentɯ statusɯ andɯ futureɯprospectsɯ (Tableɯ 3).ɯTheɯdistributionɯ isɯmainlyɯ coastalɯ butɯ

everywhereɯ itɯ isɯ localisedɯandɯ fragmented.ɯThereɯhasɯbeenɯextensiveɯ lossɯofɯcoloniesɯ inɯ theɯeastɯandɯ

alongɯ theɯ southɯ coastɯ (seeɯ aboveɯmaps).ɯAɯpopulationɯ reductionɯofɯgreaterɯ thanɯ30%ɯ inɯ theɯpastɯ isɯ

suspectedɯbyɯtheɯauthorsɯandɯthisɯisɯprojectedɯtoɯcontinue.ɯThisɯassessmentɯisɯbasedɯonɯIUCNɯcriterionɯ

A3cɯthatɯaɯpopulationɯreductionɯofɯ>30%ɯisɯsuspectedɯtoɯbeɯmetɯinɯtheɯfutureɯasɯaɯresultɯofɯdeclineɯinɯ

habitatɯqualityɯ(Tableɯ3;ɯNPWS,ɯ2008).ɯ

Dingy Skipper Erynnisɯtages   IUCN Near Threatened [A3c] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

Theɯsmallɯandɯinconspicuousɯdingyɯskipperɯrequiresɯsitesɯwithɯaɯwarmɯmicroclimate,ɯshortɯvegetationɯ

andɯshallowɯsoils.ɯTheɯfoodplantɯisɯCommonɯBird’sɪfootɯTrefoilɯLotusɯcorniculatus.ɯManyɯcoloniesɯexistɯ

onɯsemiɪnaturalɯhabitats,ɯprincipallyɯunimprovedɯdryɯcalcareousɯgrasslandɯandɯlimestoneɯpavement.ɯ

Howeverɯpopulationsɯofɯ theɯbutterflyɯalsoɯexistɯonɯaɯwideɯrangeɯofɯsemiɪnaturalɯandɯmanɪmodifiedɯ
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situationsɯ (‘brownfield’ɯ sites),ɯ includingɯ abandonedɯ quarriesɯ andɯ pits,ɯwoodlandɯ clearings,ɯ sunnyɯ

sidesɯofɯeskerɯridgesɯandɯdunes,ɯcutawayɯbogs,ɯroadsideɯvergesɯandɯcanalɯbanks. Theɯoverallɯstatusɯ

andɯfutureɯprospectsɯforɯtheɯmainɯsemiɪnaturalɯhabitatsɯareɯpoorɯ(Tableɯ3;ɯNPWS,ɯ2008)ɯandɯmanyɯofɯ

theɯoccupiedɯbrownfieldɯ sitesɯareɯ consideredɯ toɯbeɯmarginallyɯ suitableɯandɯatɯ risk,ɯ soɯaɯpopulationɯ

reductionɯinɯtheɯfutureɯisɯconsideredɯlikely.ɯ

Gatekeeper Pyroniaɯtithonus    IUCN Near Threatened [A2ac] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

TheɯGatekeeperɯisɯconfinedɯtoɯtheɯsouthernɯandɯeasternɯcoastsɯinɯIrelandɯbetweenɯwestɯKerryɯandɯCo.ɯ

Wicklow.ɯRecordsɯfromɯtheɯDublinɯregionɯwhichɯappearɯinɯearlyɯatlasesɯ(e.g.ɯHeathɯetɯal.ɯ1984ɯandɯinɯ

mapɯabove)ɯareɯerroneous.ɯItɯisɯfoundɯinɯwarmɯsitesɯwithɯwoodyɯshrubsɯandɯroughɯgrasslandɯsuchɯasɯ

hedgerowsɯ andɯwoodlandɯ ridesɯ andɯ clearings.ɯ Thisɯ speciesɯ isɯ abundantɯ inɯ Britainɯ andɯ expandingɯ

northɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ2006)ɯandɯtheɯsituationɯinɯIrelandɯisɯaɯpuzzlingɯcontrast.ɯAɯpopulationɯreductionɯhasɯ

beenɯdirectlyɯobservedɯinɯWexfordɯandɯmidɯCorkɯ(althoughɯlessɯthanɯ30%)ɯasɯwellɯasɯaɯdeclineɯinɯtheɯ

areaɯofɯoccupancyɯ(seeɯmapsɯabove).ɯItɯhasɯthereforeɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯNearɯThreatened.ɯɯ
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Grayling Hipparchiaɯsemele        IUCN Near Threatened [A3c] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

ColoniesɯofɯtheɯGraylingɯareɯfoundɯinɯopen,ɯdryɯsituationsɯthatɯcombineɯbareɯgroundɯ(sand,ɯgravelɯandɯ

rockɯ outcrops),ɯ sparseɯ vegetationɯ containingɯ fineɪleavedɯ grassesɯ andɯ aɯwarmɯ aspect.ɯTheɯprincipalɯ

habitatsɯareɯ limestoneɯpavement,ɯunimprovedɯ calcareousɯandɯacidɯgrasslands,ɯ sandɯdunesɯandɯdryɯ

heathsɯonɯ theɯ coastɯandɯonɯwarmɯ inlandɯ slopes.ɯ Itɯ isɯwidespreadɯ inɯ coastalɯ locationsɯ andɯ inɯ aɯ fewɯ

inlandɯareasɯsuchɯasɯtheɯgraniteɯuplandsɯofɯCo.ɯDownɯandɯWicklowɯandɯinɯtheɯBurren.ɯItɯhasɯbeenɯlostɯ

fromɯsomeɯsitesɯ inɯ theɯmidlandsɯandɯWexfordɯandɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯVulnerableɯ inɯGreatɯBritainɯ

withɯaɯpopulationɯdeclineɯofɯ30ɪ49%ɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ2009).ɯTheɯoverallɯstatusɯandɯfutureɯprospectsɯforɯtheɯ

mainɯGraylingɯhabitatsɯareɯpoorɯ (Tableɯ3).ɯ Itɯhasɯ thereforeɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯNearɯThreatenedɯunderɯ

IUCNɯcriterionɯA3c,ɯ i.e.ɯ thatɯaɯpopulationɯ reductionɯ isɯprojectedɯ toɯbeɯmetɯ inɯ theɯ futureɯbasedɯonɯaɯ

declineɯinɯhabitatɯquality.ɯBetterɯmonitoringɯofɯIrishɯpopulationsɯisɯrequired.ɯ

Green Hairstreak Callophrysɯrubiɯɯ ɯ ɯ ɯIUCN least concern 

TheɯGreenɯHairstreakɯ isɯaɯwidespreadɯbutɯ localɯspeciesɯandɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯ leastɯconcern.ɯ Itɯ isɯ

mainlyɯfoundɯonɯtheɯedgesɯofɯbogsɯwhereɯthereɯareɯstandsɯofɯgorse,ɯbutɯcoloniesɯalsoɯexistɯinɯaɯrangeɯofɯ

otherɯ habitats,ɯ includingɯ woodlandɯ clearings,ɯ dunesɯ andɯ floweryɯ seaɯ cliffs.ɯ ɯ Theɯ speciesɯ isɯ

inconspicuous,ɯeasilyɯoverlookedɯandɯconsideredɯstillɯunderɪrecorded.ɯ

Green‐veined White Pierisɯnapi        IUCN least concern 

Theɯ GreenɪveinedɯWhiteɯ isɯ commonɯ andɯ widespreadɯ inɯ Irelandɯ andɯ hasɯ beenɯ assessedɯ asɯ leastɯ

concern.ɯ Itɯ isɯ foundɯ inɯmanyɯ situationsɯwithɯ theɯ largestɯpopulationsɯexistingɯ inɯdamp,ɯunimprovedɯ

grasslands.ɯ

Holly Blue Celastrinaɯargiolus        IUCN least concern 

TheɯHollyɯ Blueɯ isɯ aɯ commonɯ andɯwidespreadɯ speciesɯ inɯ Irelandɯ andɯ hasɯ beenɯ assessedɯ asɯ leastɯ

concern.ɯThereɯ isɯgoodɯevidenceɯ thatɯ theɯspeciesɯ isɯspreadingɯespeciallyɯ inɯsuburbanɯhabitatsɯ inɯCo.ɯ

Dublinɯ(Aldwellɯ&ɯNashɯ2005),ɯbutɯalsoɯinɯtheɯsouthɯandɯeastɯofɯNorthernɯIreland.ɯ
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Large Heath Coenonymphaɯtullia             IUCN Vulnerable [A3c] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

TheɯLargeɯHeathɯisɯconfinedɯtoɯextensiveɯblanketɯbogsɯandɯraisedɯbogsɯandɯhasɯlostɯmuchɯofɯitsɯhabitatɯ

dueɯ toɯdrainage,ɯafforestation,ɯandɯpeatɯ extraction.ɯTheɯassessmentɯofɯ theɯoverallɯ statusɯandɯ futureɯ

prospectsɯofɯitsɯhabitatsɯisɯpoorɯ(Tableɯ3;ɯNPWS,ɯ2008).ɯAɯpopulationɯreductionɯisɯsuspectedɯtoɯbeɯmetɯ

inɯ theɯ futureɯ (>30%)ɯbasedɯonɯaɯdeclineɯ inɯhabitatɯqualityɯ (A3c).ɯ ɯTheɯLargeɯHeathɯ isɯ theɯonlyɯ Irishɯ

butterflyɯwithɯaɯthreatɯstatusɯ(Vulnerable)ɯlistedɯinɯtheɯEuropeanɯRedɯListɯofɯButterflies.ɯ

Large White Pierisɯbrassicae        IUCN least concern 

TheɯLargeɯWhiteɯ isɯwidelyɯdistributedɯ inɯIrelandɯandɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯ leastɯconcern.ɯItɯfeedsɯonɯ

wildɯandɯcultivatedɯbrassicasɯandɯitsɯdistributionɯlargelyɯreflectsɯtheɯavailabilityɯofɯthese.ɯ

Marsh Fritillary Euphydryasɯaurinia             IUCN Vulnerable [A2c] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

TheɯMarshɯFritillaryɯhasɯaɯwideɯdistributionɯacrossɯIreland,ɯbutɯtheɯdistributionɯisɯpatchyɯandɯitɯisɯstillɯ

consideredɯ overlookedɯ inɯ someɯ partsɯ ofɯ itsɯ range.ɯColoniesɯ canɯ beɯ foundɯ inɯ aɯ varietyɯ ofɯ habitatsɯ

includingɯcalcareousɯgrassland,ɯdegradedɯbogs,ɯwetɯheath,ɯtransitionɯmiresɯandɯfensɯupɯtoɯ300m.ɯTheɯ
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overallɯstatusɯandɯfutureɯprospectsɯofɯtheseɯhabitatsɯareɯeitherɯpoorɯorɯbadɯ(Tableɯ3).ɯTheɯspeciesɯhasɯ

sufferedɯ regionalɯextinctionɯ inɯsomeɯpartsɯofɯNorthernɯ Irelandɯandɯ theɯsouthɯeastɯandɯaɯpopulationɯ

reductionɯ (>30%)ɯhasɯbeenɯobservedɯ inɯ theɯpastɯasɯaɯ resultɯofɯdeclineɯ inɯhabitatɯqualityɯandɯhabitatɯ

fragmentationɯandɯ lossɯ (theɯmapsɯaboveɯareɯmisleadingɯandɯ reflectɯ increasedɯ recordingɯeffortɯ sinceɯ

1995).ɯItɯhasɯthereforeɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯVulnerableɯunderɯcriterionɯA2c,ɯi.e.ɯthatɯaɯpopulationɯreductionɯ

greaterɯ thatɯ30%ɯhasɯbeenɯobservedɯbasedɯonɯaɯdeclineɯ inɯareaɯofɯoccupancyɯandɯdeclineɯ inɯhabitatɯ

quality.ɯTheɯMarshɯFritillaryɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯVulnerableɯtoɯextinctionɯinɯGreatɯBritainɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ

2009).ɯItɯisɯlistedɯonɯAnnexɯIIɯofɯtheɯHabitatsɯDirectiveɯandɯhasɯlegalɯprotectionɯunderɯScheduleɯ5ɯofɯtheɯ

WildlifeɯOrderɯ(1985)ɯNorthernɯIreland.ɯ

Meadow Brown Maniolaɯjurtina        IUCN least concern 

TheɯMeadowɯBrownɯisɯwidespreadɯandɯcommonɯinɯIrelandɯandɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcern.ɯItɯ

isɯaɯspeciesɯofɯtallɯgrasslandɯandɯcanɯpersistɯinɯsmallɯpocketsɯofɯhabitatɯsuchɯasɯroadɯvergesɯandɯfieldɯ

marginsɯandɯthereɯareɯnoɯconcernsɯforɯthisɯspecies.ɯɯ

Mountain Ringlet Erebiaɯepiphron            IUCN Regionally extinct 

TheɯMountainɯRingletɯwasɯ recordedɯ inɯ theɯnineteenthɯ centuryɯ fromɯCroaghɯPatrick,ɯCo.ɯMayoɯandɯ

LoughɯGill,ɯ Co.ɯ Sligoɯ andɯwasɯ lastɯ reportedɯ inɯ 1901ɯ fromɯNephinɯMountain,ɯ Co.ɯMayoɯ (Bondɯ&ɯ

Gittings,ɯ2008).ɯThereɯ isɯnoɯ informationɯonɯ theɯ ecologyɯandɯhabitatɯofɯ theɯ Irishɯpopulationɯandɯ theɯ

causeɯofɯextinctionɯcannotɯbeɯdetermined.ɯTheɯlikelyɯhabitatɯwasɯspeciesɪrichɯNardusɯgrasslandɯ(Tableɯ

4).ɯ

Orange Tip Anthocharisɯcardamines        IUCN least concern 

Thisɯspeciesɯ isɯcommonɯandɯwidespreadɯ inɯ Irelandɯandɯunderɯnoɯ threatɯofɯextinctionɯatɯ theɯpresentɯ

time.ɯ Itɯ isɯ foundɯ inɯ manyɯ habitatsɯ includingɯ fens,ɯ cutoverɯ bogs,ɯ wetɯ grasslands,ɯ gardensɯ andɯ

hedgerows.ɯ

Painted Lady Vanessaɯcardui        IUCN least concern 

Theɯ Paintedɯ Ladyɯ isɯ aɯ regularɯ migrantɯ inɯ Irelandɯ andɯ hasɯ beenɯ assessedɯ asɯ leastɯ concern.ɯ

Overwinteringɯ inɯIrelandɯdoesɯnotɯoccurɯ inɯthisɯspeciesɯandɯoccurrencesɯareɯdependentɯonɯarrivalɯofɯ

newɯimmigrantsɯfromɯNorthɯAfricaɯandɯcontinentalɯEurope.ɯ

Peacock Inachisɯio        IUCN least concern 

Thisɯspeciesɯhasɯbeenɯproneɯtoɯmajorɯfluctuationsɯinɯabundance,ɯbutɯcurrentlyɯtheɯPeacockɯisɯcommonɯ

andɯwidespreadɯinɯIrelandɯandɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcern.ɯAdultsɯareɯmobileɯandɯcanɯbeɯseenɯ

inɯmanyɯflowerɪrichɯhabitatsɯinɯlateɯsummer.ɯTheɯmainɯrequirementsɯforɯbreedingɯareɯlargeɯpatchesɯofɯ

StingingɯNettleɯUrticaɯdioicaɯ inɯsunnyɯshelteredɯsitesɯsuchɯasɯwoodlandɯ ridesɯandɯopenɯsouthɪfacingɯ

depressions.ɯɯ
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Pearl‐bordered Fritillary Boloriaɯeuphryosyneɯɯ ɯ ɯɯɯɯIUCN Endangered [B2ab(ii,iii,iv)] 

ɯ

Distribution of Pearl‐bordered Fritillary Boloriaɯeuphrosyne in Ireland 

TheɯPearlɪborderedɯFritillaryɯisɯconfinedɯtoɯtheɯkarstɯlandscapesɯofɯtheɯBurrenɯinɯClareɯandɯsoutheastɯ

Galwayɯ andɯ theɯAranɯ Islandsɯ (seeɯmapɯ above).ɯ ɯWhereɯ itɯ occursɯ itɯ isɯ localɯ andɯ uncommon.ɯ Theɯ

macrohabitatsɯofɯ thisɯspeciesɯareɯgrassyɯ forestɯclearings,ɯunimprovedɯdryɯcalcareousɯgrassland,ɯandɯ

limestoneɯpavementɯ (Bondɯ&ɯGittings,ɯ2008).ɯTheɯ rapidɯexpansionɯofɯscrubɯ inɯ recentɯ timesɯ isɯaɯ realɯ

threatɯtoɯspeciesɪrichɯcalcareousɯgrasslandɯinɯtheɯBurrenɯ(Dunfordɯ&ɯFeehan,ɯ2001;ɯHeritageɯCouncil,ɯ

2006;ɯDeenihanɯetɯal.,ɯ2009;ɯParrɯetɯal.,ɯ2009)ɯandɯthereforeɯreducingɯpotentialɯhabitatɯforɯPearlɪborderedɯ

Fritillary.ɯ ɯThomasɯ&ɯLewingtonɯ (2010)ɯdescribeɯ thisɯbutterflyɯasɯveryɯ sensitiveɯ toɯ itsɯbreedingɯareaɯ

becomingɯovergrown.ɯ ɯAlso,ɯ femalesɯhaveɯbeenɯ foundɯ toɯbeɯextremelyɯreluctantɯ toɯ flyɯoverɯscrubɯ toɯ

newɯhabitatɯpatchesɯ inɯDartmoorɯ (Thomasɯ&ɯLewington,ɯ 2010).ɯ ɯ Itɯ isɯ thereforeɯ sensitiveɯ toɯhabitatɯ

fragmentation.ɯɯSpringɯgrazingɯisɯconsideredɯimportantɯforɯthisɯbutterflyɯinɯtheɯBurren,ɯinducingɯfreshɯ

growthɯ andɯ germinationɯ ofɯ theɯ foodplantsɯ (Jesmondɯ Harding,ɯ pers.ɯ comm.).ɯ Theɯ ecologyɯ andɯ

behaviourɯofɯtheɯPearlɪborderedɯFritillaryɯinɯIreland,ɯhowever,ɯneedsɯtoɯbeɯstudiedɯinɯmoreɯdetail.ɯ

TheɯPearlɪborderedɯFritillaryɯisɯlocatedɯinɯ19ɯtetradsɯandɯsoɯtheɯareaɯofɯoccupancyɯisɯ76ɯkm2.ɯItsɯhabitatɯ

hasɯbecomeɯfragmentedɯinɯtheɯBurrenɯdueɯtoɯscrubɯencroachment.ɯItɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯEndangeredɯ

(EN)ɯunderɯcriteriaɯB2ab(ii,ɯiii,ɯiv).ɯ

Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrusɯquercus        IUCN least concern 

TheɯPurpleɯHairstreakɯinɯIrelandɯisɯassociatedɯwithɯwoodlandɯcontainingɯmature,ɯnativeɯoakɯ(Quercusɯ

spp.).ɯ ɯ Itɯ isɯveryɯ localɯbutɯwidelyɯdistributedɯ inɯ Irelandɯwithɯmanyɯnewɯpopulationsɯdiscoveredɯ inɯ

recentɯyearsɯwithɯtargetedɯsurvey.ɯɯItɯisɯalsoɯeasilyɯoverlookedɯbecauseɯitɯspendsɯmuchɯofɯitsɯlifeɯatɯtheɯ

topɯ ofɯmatureɯ oakɯ trees.ɯ ɯWhilstɯ theɯAnnexɯ Iɯ habitatɯ ofɯ oldɯ oakɯwoodlandɯ isɯ consideredɯ inɯ poorɯ

conditionɯ inɯ Ireland,ɯ thereɯ isɯ noɯ evidenceɯ thatɯ thisɯ isɯ posingɯ aɯ significantɯ threatɯ toɯ theɯ Purpleɯ

Hairstreakɯandɯitɯwasɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcern.ɯ
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Réal’s Wood White Leptideaɯreali        IUCN least concern 

Onlyɯ recentlyɯ recognisedɯasɯaɯdistinctɯspeciesɯ inɯ1989,ɯ thisɯ isɯ theɯcommonerɯofɯ theɯ twoɯveryɯsimilarɯ

LeptideaɯspeciesɯinɯIreland.ɯRéal’sɯWoodɯWhiteɯisɯwidelyɯdistributedɯbutɯlocalɯinɯIrelandɯandɯhasɯbeenɯ

assessedɯasɯleastɯconcern.ɯNeverthelessɯtheɯstatusɯofɯthisɯspeciesɯshouldɯbeɯkeptɯunderɯreviewɯasɯitɯisɯ

notɯpresentɯinɯGreatɯBritain.ɯItɯisɯfoundɯinɯopenɯbutɯshelteredɯflowerɪrichɯsituations.ɯɯ

Red Admiral Vanessaɯatalanta        IUCN least concern 

Theɯ RedɯAdmiralɯ isɯ aɯ regularɯmigrantɯ inɯ Irelandɯwhichɯ hasɯ recentlyɯ beenɯ provenɯ toɯ successfullyɯ

overwinterɯ(Smythɯ&ɯNash,ɯ2008).ɯItɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcern.ɯ

Ringlet Aphantopusɯhyperantusɯ ɯ ɯ ɯIUCN least concern 

Commonɯ andɯwidespreadɯ inɯ Irelandɯwithɯnoɯ threatɯofɯ extinctionɯ atɯ theɯpresentɯ time.ɯ Itsɯhabitatɯofɯ

humidɯgrasslandɯexistsɯwidelyɯandɯisɯnotɯconsideredɯunderɯthreat.ɯ

Silver‐washed Fritillary Argynnisɯpaphiaɯɯ ɯ ɯ ɯIUCN least concern 

Theɯ Silverɪwashedɯ Fritillaryɯ isɯwidelyɯdistributedɯ butɯ localɯ inɯ Irelandɯ andɯ isɯ consideredɯ underɯ noɯ

threatɯofɯextinctionɯatɯtheɯpresentɯtime.ɯThisɯspeciesɯisɯexpandingɯitsɯrangeɯinɯsomeɯareasɯ(e.g.ɯcountiesɯ

OffalyɯandɯKildare)ɯbyɯcolonisingɯmaturingɯbogɯwoodland.ɯItɯalsoɯappearsɯtoɯbeɯincreasingɯinɯnumberɯ

inɯpartsɯofɯtheɯBurrenɯwhereɯscrubɯisɯdevelopingɯintoɯwoodland.ɯɯ

Small Blue Cupidoɯminimus    IUCN Endangered [B2ab(ii,iii,iv)] 

   Northern Ireland: Critically Endangered [A2c, B2ab(i,ii,iii)] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

TheɯSmallɯBlueɯ isɯconfinedɯ toɯcoastalɯ sandɯdunesɯandɯ semiɪnaturalɯcalcareousɯgrasslandɯ inɯ Ireland.ɯ

TheɯonlyɯlarvalɯfoodɯplantɯisɯKidneyɯVetchɯ(Anthyllisɯvulneraria).ɯɯItɯappearsɯtoɯhaveɯdisappearedɯfromɯ

coloniesɯonɯ theɯsouthɯcoastɯandɯdeclinedɯatɯmanyɯeasternɯsites.ɯ ɯInɯNorthernɯ Irelandɯ itɯhasɯnotɯbeenɯ

seenɯsinceɯ2001ɯatɯ itsɯ lastɯknownɯsite.ɯ ɯThis,ɯcombinedɯwithɯ theɯassessmentɯofɯtheɯoverallɯstatusɯandɯ

futureɯ prospectsɯ ofɯ itsɯ habitatsɯ (NPWS,ɯ 2008),ɯmeetsɯ theɯ criteriaɯ forɯ Endangeredɯ dueɯ toɯ restrictedɯ

extentɯ ofɯ occurrenceɯ (B2ab(ii,ii,iv);ɯ i.e.ɯ theɯ areaɯ ofɯ occupancyɯ isɯ lessɯ thanɯ 500km2ɯ basedɯ onɯ tetradɯ

distributionɯdata,ɯtheɯpopulationsɯareɯseverelyɯfragmentedɯandɯthereɯ isɯcontinuingɯdeclineɯinɯareaɯofɯ
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occupancy,ɯqualityɯofɯhabitat,ɯandɯnumberɯofɯlocations).ɯɯTheɯNorthernɯIrelandɯassessmentɯisɯCriticallyɯ

Endangered,ɯasɯalthoughɯitɯisɯbelievedɯextinct,ɯtheɯlastɯsightingɯwasɯtooɯrecentɯtoɯmeetɯtheɯcriteriaɯforɯ

RegionallyɯExtinct.ɯɯItɯisɯNearɯThreatenedɯinɯBritainɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ2009).ɯ

Small Copper Lycaenaɯphlaeas       IUCN least concern 

TheɯSmallɯCopperɯisɯwidelyɯdistributedɯinɯIrelandɯbutɯoccurringɯatɯaɯlowɯdensity.ɯItɯisɯfoundɯonɯsandɯ

dunes,ɯfensɯandɯcutoverɯbogsɯandɯonɯunimprovedɯgrasslands.ɯSomeɯofɯtheseɯhabitatsɯareɯconsideredɯinɯ

poorɯorɯbadɯconditionɯbutɯsoɯfarɯthisɯspeciesɯisɯnotɯbelievedɯtoɯhaveɯsufferedɯanyɯmajorɯdeclineɯandɯitɯ

hasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcern.ɯ

Small Heath Coenonymphaɯpamphilus   IUCN Near Threatened [A2c] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

TheɯSmallɯHeathɯwasɯ aɯwidespreadɯ countrysideɯ speciesɯ inɯ theɯpastɯbutɯhasɯnowɯbecomeɯ aɯhabitatɯ

specialistɯasɯtheɯamountɯandɯqualityɯofɯitsɯhabitatɯhasɯdeclined.ɯItɯisɯaɯgrassɪfeedingɯspeciesɯpreferringɯ

fineɪleavedɯ speciesɯ whichɯ areɯ quicklyɯ lostɯ withɯ intensification.ɯ Theɯ speciesɯ isɯ mainlyɯ foundɯ inɯ

unimprovedɯ dryɯ andɯ humidɯ grasslands,ɯ coastalɯ greyɯ dunes,ɯ andɯ machair.ɯ Theɯ speciesɯ hasɯ beenɯ

assessedɯasɯNearɯThreatenedɯdueɯtoɯaɯsuspectedɯpopulationɯreductionɯinɯtheɯpastɯwhereɯtheɯcausesɯareɯ

notɯunderstoodɯ(theɯmapsɯaboveɯareɯmisleadingɯandɯreflectɯincreasedɯrecordingɯeffortɯsinceɯ1995,ɯandɯ

expertsɯhaveɯobservedɯ localɯextinctions).ɯ ɯTheɯconservationɯassessmentɯ forɯ itsɯhabitatsɯ suggestsɯ thisɯ

declineɯisɯlikelyɯtoɯcontinueɯ(Tableɯ3).ɯ

Small Tortoiseshell Aglaisɯurticae        IUCN least concern 

ThisɯspeciesɯisɯcommonɯandɯwidespreadɯinɯIrelandɯbutɯthereɯisɯsomeɯevidenceɯthatɯitɯhasɯdeclinedɯinɯ

someɯareas.ɯItɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯleastɯconcern.ɯItsɯstatusɯisɯalsoɯleastɯconcernɯinɯBritainɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ

2009)ɯdespiteɯaɯdecreaseɯinɯpopulationɯofɯ34%ɯinɯtheɯlastɯtenɯyears.ɯɯ

Small White Pierisɯrapae        IUCN least concern 

TheɯSmallɯWhiteɯ isɯ commonɯ andɯwidespreadɯ inɯ Irelandɯ andɯhasɯbeenɯ assessedɯ asɯ leastɯ concern.ɯ Itɯ

feedsɯonɯwildɯandɯcultivatedɯbrassicasɯandɯitsɯdistributionɯlargelyɯreflectsɯtheɯavailabilityɯofɯthese.ɯ
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Speckled Wood Parargeɯaegeria        IUCN least concern 

Theɯ SpeckledɯWoodɯ isɯwidelyɯ distributedɯ andɯ commonɯ inɯ Irelandɯ andɯ hasɯ beenɯ assessedɯ asɯ leastɯ

concern.ɯ ɯTreesɯandɯwoodyɯshrubsɯareɯaɯprerequisiteɯforɯthisɯbutterfly.ɯ ɯItɯ isɯfoundɯatɯtheɯmarginsɯofɯ

woodlandɯandɯinɯgardensɯandɯparksɯandɯisɯabsentɯonlyɯfromɯlargeɯareasɯofɯtreelessɯblanketɯbog,ɯhighɯ

uplandsɯandɯexposedɯoffshoreɯislands.ɯ

Wall Lasiommataɯmegera            IUCN Endangered [A2c] 

    Northern Ireland: Critically Endangered [A2c, B2ab(i,ii,iii))] 

 

             Pre‐1995          1995‐2009 

TheɯWallɯhasɯsufferedɯaɯpopulationɯreductionɯofɯoverɯ50%ɯinɯIrelandɯwithinɯtheɯlastɯ15ɯyearsɯandɯtheɯ

causesɯofɯ thisɯ reductionɯareɯnotɯunderstood.ɯ ɯTheɯaboveɯmapsɯareɯmisleadingɯandɯ reflectɯ increasedɯ

recordingɯ effortɯ sinceɯ 1995,ɯ andɯ Irishɯ expertsɯ areɯ inɯ agreementɯ thatɯ thisɯ speciesɯ hasɯ sufferedɯ

widespreadɯ declineɯ inɯ Ireland.ɯ ɯ Itɯ hasɯ thereforeɯ beenɯ assessedɯ asɯ Endangered.ɯ ɯ Thisɯ speciesɯ hasɯ

sufferedɯaɯdramaticɯdeclineɯinɯNorthernɯIrelandɯandɯsurvivesɯinɯjustɯoneɯcoastalɯareaɯofɯCo.ɯDown.ɯɯItɯ

isɯ thereforeɯassessedɯasɯCriticallyɯEndangeredɯ inɯNorthernɯ Ireland.ɯ ɯHoweverɯ inɯcoastalɯareasɯofɯ theɯ

northwest,ɯespeciallyɯ inɯmuchɯofɯwestɯDonegal,ɯ itɯ remainsɯcommonɯandɯshowsɯnoɯ signsɯofɯdecline.ɯɯ

Theɯmacrohabitatsɯ forɯ theɯWallɯ inɯ Irelandɯareɯunimprovedɯdryɯcalcareousɯgrassland,ɯcoastalɯdunes,ɯ

machair,ɯvegetatedɯ seaɪcliffs,ɯ limestoneɯpavementɯ andɯ cutoverɯ bog.ɯ ɯTheɯ currentɯ statusɯ andɯ futureɯ

prospectsɯforɯtheseɯhabitatsɯareɯconsideredɯpoorɯorɯbadɯ(Tableɯ3;ɯNPWS,ɯ2008).ɯItɯhasɯbeenɯassessedɯasɯ

NearɯThreatenedɯinɯBritainɯ(Foxɯetɯal.,ɯ2009).ɯ

ɯ
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Wood White Leptideaɯsinapis      IUCN Near Threatened [A3c] 

 

2000‐2009ɯ

TheɯWoodɯWhiteɯisɯoneɯofɯtwoɯveryɯsimilarɯLeptideaɯspeciesɯinɯIreland.ɯɯThisɯisɯtheɯrarerɯofɯtheɯtwoɯwithɯ

aɯ restrictedɯdistributionɯcoveringɯ theɯeasternɯpartɯofɯ theɯBurrenɯandɯ theɯsimilarɯhabitatɯonɯ theɯwestɯ

sideɯofɯLoughɯCorrib.ɯɯFieldɯobservationsɯwouldɯsuggestɯthatɯL.ɯsinapisɯisɯaɯhabitatɯspecialistɯinɯIreland.ɯ

Theɯ typicalɯ situationɯ inɯ Irelandɯ toɯ encounterɯ sinapisɯ isɯ onɯ fracturedɯ limestoneɯ pavementɯ withɯ aɯ

complexɯandɯintricateɯmosaicɯofɯbareɯrock,ɯcalcareousɯherbɪrichɯvegetationɯandɯlowɯscrub.ɯɯTheɯcurrentɯ

statusɯandɯ futureɯprospectsɯ forɯ limestoneɯpavementɯ inɯ Irelandɯareɯassessedɯasɯpoorɯ (Tableɯ3;ɯNPWSɯ

2008).ɯɯThisɯgivesɯreasonɯtoɯassessɯthisɯspeciesɯasɯNearɯThreatenedɯunderɯIUCNɯcriterionɯA3c.ɯ

ɯ
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APPENDIX  1  ‐    SUMMARY  OF  THE  FIVE  CRITERIA  (A‐E)  USED  TO  EVALUATE  IF  A  TAXON  BELONGS  IN  A 

THREATENED CATEGORY; CRITICALLY ENDANGERED, ENDANGERED OR VULNERABLE (IUCN, 2008). 
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APPENDIX 2 – RED LIST OF IRISH BUTTERFLIES 

IRL 2010 Status –ɯRedɯlistɯstatusɯforɯIrelandɯbasedɯonɯthisɯassessment;ɯREɯɪɯRegionallyɯExtinct,ɯVUɯ–ɯVulnerable,ɯNTɯɪɯNearɯThreatened,ɯddɯɪɯdataɯdeficient,ɯlcɯ–ɯleastɯconcern,ɯnaɯ–ɯnotɯ

assessed.ɯɯ

British 2010 Status –ɯRedɯlistɯstatusɯforɯGreatɯBritain,ɯtakenɯfromɯFoxɯetɯal.ɯ(2009).ɯEurope 2010 Status –ɯRedɯlistɯstatusɯforɯEurope,ɯtakenɯfromɯvanɯSwaayɯetɯal.ɯ(2010).ɯ

ɯ

Common name  Scientific name  Residency Status  IRL 2010 Status  IUCN criteria  British 2010 Status  Europe 2010 Status 

Brimstoneɯ Gonepteryxɯrhamniɯ Residentɯ lcɯ ɯ lcɯ lcɯ

BrownɯHairstreakɯ Theclaɯbetulaeɯ Residentɯ lcɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

VUɯ(A2c)ɯ lcɯ

CloudedɯYellowɯ Coliasɯcroceusɯ Migrantɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

CommonɯBlueɯ Polyommatusɯicarusɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

DarkɯGreenɯFritillaryɯ Argynnisɯaglajaɯ Residentɯ VUɯ A3cɯ lcɯ lcɯ

DingyɯSkipperɯ Erynnisɯtagesɯ Residentɯ NTɯ A3cɯ VUɯ(A2c)ɯ lcɯ

Gatekeeperɯ Pyroniaɯtithonusɯ Residentɯ NTɯ A2acɯ lcɯ lcɯ

Graylingɯ Hipparchiaɯsemeleɯ Residentɯ NTɯ A3cɯ VUɯ(A2bc)ɯ lcɯ

GreenɯHairstreakɯ Callophrysɯrubiɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

GreenɪveinedɯWhiteɯ Pierisɯnapiɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

HollyɯBlueɯ Celastrinaɯargiolusɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

LargeɯHeathɯ Coenonymphaɯtulliaɯ Residentɯ VUɯ A3cɯ VUɯ(A2c)ɯ VUɯ(A2c)ɯ

LargeɯWhiteɯ Pierisɯbrassicaeɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

MarshɯFritillaryɯ Euphydryasɯauriniaɯ Residentɯ VUɯ A2cɯ VUɯ(A2c)ɯ lcɯ

MeadowɯBrownɯ Maniolaɯjurtinaɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

MountainɯRingletɯ Erebiaɯepiphronɯ Extinctɯ RE NTɯ(B2b(ii)ɯ lcɯ

OrangeɯTipɯ Anthocharisɯcardaminesɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

PaintedɯLadyɯ Vanessaɯcarduiɯ Migrantɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

Peacockɯ Inachisɯioɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ
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Common name  Scientific name  Residency Status  IRL 2010 Status  IUCN criteria  British 2010 Status  Europe 2010 Status 

PearlɪborderedɯFritillaryɯ Boloriaɯeuphrosyneɯ Residentɯ ENɯ B2ab(ii,ɯiii,ɯiv)ɯ ENɯ(A2b)ɯ lcɯ

PurpleɯHairstreakɯ Neozephyrusɯquercusɯ Residentɯ lcɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ ɪɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

ɯ ɯ

lcɯ lcɯ

Réal’sɯWoodɯWhiteɯ Leptideaɯrealiɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ

RedɯAdmiralɯ Vanessaɯatalantaɯ Migrantɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

Ringletɯ Aphantopusɯhyperantusɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

SilverɪwashedɯFritillaryɯ Argynnisɯpaphiaɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

SmallɯBlueɯ Cupidoɯminimusɯ Residentɯ ENɯ B2ab(ii,ɯiii,ɯiv)ɯ NTɯ(A2c)ɯ lcɯ

SmallɯCopperɯ Lycaenaɯphlaeasɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

SmallɯHeathɯ Coenonymphaɯpamphilusɯ Residentɯ NTɯ A2cɯ NTɯ(A2b)ɯ lcɯ

SmallɯTortoiseshellɯ Aglaisɯurticaeɯɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

SmallɯWhiteɯ Pierisɯrapaeɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

SpeckledɯWoodɯ Parargeɯaegeriaɯ Residentɯ lc lcɯ lcɯ

Wallɯ Lasiommataɯmegeraɯ Residentɯ ENɯ A2cɯ NTɯ(A2c)ɯ lcɯ

WoodɯWhiteɯ Leptideaɯsinapisɯ Residentɯ NTɯ A3cɯ ENɯ(A2c)ɯ lcɯ

ɯ
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