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FEILEACHÁN 2008 
 

 
Many thanks for records received! It is never too late to send in previous years‟ 
findings. The 2008 season was generally rather poor with the numbers of sightings 
considerably reduced. This follows a rather mediocre season in 2007. The early part 
of the year was very promising especially the month of May with a considerable 
number of reports of Green Hairstreak (68 squares).  Marsh Fritillary 41 squares of 
which 27 were in Donegal (H34 & H35), seemed to very well especially in Donegal 
with large numbers seen in the west of the county. Systematic searching for larvae 
by Bob Aldwell, Frank Smyth and others resulted in new 10 km square records. The 
past winter 2008/09 was the coldest for more than 10 years in parts of the country, 
so it will be interesting to see how some of our over-wintering adult residents fare. 
 
Of particular note was the very small number of migrants. Clouded Yellow were 
virtually absent with reports from only four 10 km squares – Cape Clear Island (H3), 
Kilmacthomas (H6), Waterford City (H6) and the Raven NNR (H12). The Raven 
sighting were scattered from the end of March until early August and the reports 
were by Freddie and Margaret Walsh and Sean Geraty. Whether these were actual 
migrants or the result of successful over-wintering is not known. 
 
Painted Lady was seen in 30 squares and were well scattered in distribution with the 
vast majority of the sightings being singular. The earliest sighting on Dursey Island 
(H12) was (3) on 21st April. 
 
Red Admiral was reported from 85 squares (half the numbers for 2007) with15 from 
Donegal (H34 & H35) and almost all or the remainder south of a line between 
Dundalk (H31) and Limerick (H8). Last reports of the season were at the end of 
November and to date (March 2009) no over-wintering adults have been seen.  
 
The Comma was seen in four 10 km squares, all in Co Wexford (H12) in the south-
east with up to four reported by Tony Murray at Ballyregan north of Wexford town. 
Earliest reports were from the Raven (Freddie and Margaret Walsh and Chris 
Wilson).  
 
Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola 
Chris Wilson now reports 12 known sites for the Essex Skipper in Co Wexford (H12) 
- an increase from 8 sites in the previous years. So it appears that this species is 
marshalling its forces and preparing to move westwards and northwards. It does 
seem possible that this species came to Ireland with hay used for fodder. But with 
international traffic it is difficult to be sure where the original rendition took place.   
The ES was taken to the US accidentally in 1910 and soon became a wide spread 
pest in grasslands in the North Eastern part of the USA and the eastern part of 
Canada. By 1998 it had reached British Columbia. In these parts Timothy Grass has 
been grown for hay. Sometimes the ES makes up for 80% of all butterflies present. 
In the US this species is better known as the European Skipper. 
 
Dursey Island, Co Cork (H3) 2008 
2008 was a very poor year for butterflies on Dursey, especially migrants, with only 
small numbers of Red Admirals, five or six Painted Ladies and no Clouded Yellows. 
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The only unusual record was an observation of two Ringlets in late June - only the 
second record of this species on the Island. 
Observers: David Cooke, Brendan Finch, Kieran Finch, Kieran Grace, Tony Lancaster, 
Fionn Moore, Forrest Moore, Derek Scott and Joanna Scott. 
Extract from report from Derek Scott. 

 
Donegal 2008 (H34 & H35) 
2008 had unusual weather. A mild winter was followed by a cold spring and an 
exceptionally warm May in west Donegal. From mid-June the weather was unusually 
cloudy and daytime temperatures struggled to reach 20 degrees. The result was that 
there were few butterflies in April and then a concentration of the early species in 
May. The Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell, over-wintering as adults, saw their 
breeding delayed and thus their re-appearance in summer was two to four weeks 
later than usual. The Large White, Ringlet and Speckled Wood did relatively well. 
The regular records from gardens by Anne Barton, Eleanor Hort, Richard 
McCafferty, Joanna O‟Kane and Maurice Simms were particularly valuable in 
providing an ongoing picture of these widely occurring species. The three new 
Donegal transects by Richard McCafferty, George McDermott/Dermot 
McLaughlin/Terry Tedstone and Liz Sheppard provided another important source of 
information. In terms of 10km square records several species were down by up to a 
third on 2007, although this may have been partly due to Frank Smyth and me 
devoting much time to the Marsh Fritillary. 
Extract from Bob Aldwell’s Report on Widespread Species. 

 
 
Transects 
The National Biodiversity Data Centre in Waterford commenced a butterfly 
monitoring transect scheme in 2007 and plan to continue in 2009. Despite the 
difficulty in finding suitable weather conditions to undertake the weekly walk a 
significant amount of data was collected. The scheme will continue this year. For 
further information see the website www.biodiversityireland.ie or contact Eugenie 
Regan at the NBDC. 
 
Sturmia bella in Britain 
Surveys suggest that the numbers of Small Tortoiseshell has declined by 50% in the 
past 30 years. More recently populations have fallen by 80% per cent in the South 
East and a suggested cause is the tachinid fly Sturmia bella, first spotted in England 
in 1998.The fly, common on the European mainland, is thought to have become 
established as a result of warmer temperatures. Its eggs are increasingly found on 
nettles that Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars feed on. It is believed the caterpillars 
consume the eggs which then hatch and develop inside them as they reach cocoon 
stage, eventually killing them. The Peacock and other Nymphalids are also liable to 
be parasitised by the same file.  A photograph of the adult fly may be seen at 
http://www.biolib.cz/en/image/id40865/ 

 

 

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.biolib.cz/en/image/id40865/
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The Marsh Fritillary in Northern Ireland 
The number of know Marsh Fritillary breeding sites in Co Fermanagh (H33) had 
declined to one a few years ago, when in 2006 the EHS Habitat Survey Team (now 
under NIEA) was surveying rough pasture habitat in the west of the county and 
discovered a number of webs in grassland rich with Devil‟s-bit Scabious. A larger 
search found 200 webs and estimated potentially 500-1000 in total. In 2007 nine new 
Marsh Fritillary sites were found in Fermanagh and it is now proposed to declare a 
number of these sites as Areas of Special Scientific Interest. The number of known 
Marsh Fritillary sites in Northern Ireland has now doubled in a period of two years to 
18.  One of the reasons for discovery of some of these sites has been the carrying 
out of Environment Impact Assessments for the siting of wind turbines.  
[Extracted from article by Maurice Hughes in Conservation Review 2000-2008. Butterfly 

Conservation]. 

The Climatic Risk Atlas of European Butterflies 

Josef Settele, Otakar Kudrna, Alexander Harpke, Ingolf Kühn, Chris van Swaay, Rudi 

Verovnik, Martin Warren, Martin Wiemers, Jan Hanspach, Thomas Hickler, Elisabeth Kühn, 

Inge van Halder, Kars Veling, Albert Vliegenthart, Irma Wynhoff, Oliver Schweiger 

http://pensoftonline.net/biorisk/index.php/journal 

This Atlas was launched in the autumn of 2008 in Brussels. In the light of the fact 
that it is now fully recognised that there will be further in temperature and changes in 
the planet climate over the coming decades, the authors have applied climate 
change modelling to known distributions and climatic requirements of many of 
Europe‟s butterflies. Different models have been used with assumptions of differing 
changes in temperature and rainfall. 
In general, most butterflies are expecting to try move northwards as temperature 
rises. However, because of changes in land use and lack of suitable habitat, this 
may not be possible for many species. Since insects move much more rapidly than 
plants then suitable larval food plants may not be available. Recent research in 
Spain has shown that some species of butterflies in mountainous have moved uphill 
in recent decades seeking lower temperatures. All thing being equal, they will 
eventually at best become isolated on mountain tops prior to extinction. The Spanish 
Festoon is predicted to suffer almost 100% loss and the Apollo is likely to suffer 75% 
loss. Species such as the Small Tortoiseshell are likely to be restricted to northern 
Europe. It is difficult to predict exactly what will happen in a relatively small oceanic 
area such as Ireland. Perhaps some migrant species may become established but 
other such as the Large Heath will become extinct. But overall the results of 
modelling give rise to great concern. 

 

Discovering Irish Butterflies & their Habitats by J.M. Harding 

Privately published, 2008. ISBN 978-0-9560546-0-9. Pp. 154.Paperback. €12. 

Obtainable from J M Harding, Pagestown, Maynooth, Kildare. Email: 

deniseharding@eircom.net  

This book is devoted to the butterflies and their habitats [mainly in the Republic] and 
is well illustrated with photographs of all the adults and some of the other stages of 
their lifecycle. Each species account is accompanied by two or more pages or more 
of text and illustrations containing many personal observations and comments by the 
author. The author supplies descriptions, photographs and directions, including 
National Grid References, for finding almost 30 of his favourite butterfly sites. This 

http://pensoftonline.net/biorisk/index.php/journal
mailto:deniseharding@eircom.net
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publication fills the gap in the market, for an Irish publication, that has existed since 
Norman Hickin‟s book went out of print and has taken full advantage of modern 
technology to produce such an excellent publication at a very reasonable cost. Some 
lepidopterists may not agree with his suggestion for the planting of food plants which 
could alter the natural biogeographical distribution of species. 

Nomads of the Wind: The Migration of the Monarch Butterfly and other Wonders of the 

Butterfly World. Ingo Arndt, Claus‐ Peter Lieckfeld, Peter Huemer. Papadakis 
Publisher, London. 192 pp with colour plates. ISBN 978-1901092-92-9. 
www.papadakis.net  £20 sterling. 
The secret life of the migration of the North American Monarch butterfly Danaus 
plexxipus remained a mystery until 1975 when Fred Urquhart “discovered” their 
hibernating place in the highlands of Central Mexico. The Monarch‟s range extends 
to the north‐ east of the United States and southern Canada. The less numerous 
western race, cut off by the Rockies, has its headquarters in California. 
 
 
Report for the Period 2005-2009 
2009 is the last year in the second five year post-Atlas period.  An update of the 
Atlas State of Butterflies of Britain and Ireland is planned. So given the indifferent 
nature of the past two seasons, there is a considerable amount of work to be done to 
give us the square coverage achieved in 2000-2004, for comparative purposes. It 
would be very worthwhile if this treatment could be exceeded. So please help to 
increase the coverage by encouraging others to do some recording.  Maps, mainly of 
commoner species, which are attached, will identify the squares in most need of 
attention. Three or four visits over the season would maximise the return. Cos Cavan 
(H3), Monaghan (H32), Longford (H24), S. Tipperary (H7) and Mayo (H26 & H27) 
are the most neglected. So if you live near any of these „vacant squares‟, or are 
passing through, please bring your notebook (and GPS) with you. Additional maps 
will be shown on ButterflyIreland.com website as soon as possible. Record sheets or 
further information are available from the address below (please provide a C4 
addressed envelope) or you can download sheets or an Excel Spreadsheet from the 
website. Records are also welcome from databases such as MapMate. 
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2008 Adults 

Species 
 

No.     
10 km 
Records  

1st 
Record 
Date 

Recorder Last 
Record 
Date      

Recorder 

Dingy Skipper 17 11/5 Fiona Devery H18 21/6 Nick Marchant H16/H17 

Essex Skipper 3+ 8/7 Chris Wilson H12 27/7 Fred Walsh H12 

Wood White 52 2/5 Coilin  MacLochlainn H20 24/8 Fred Walsh H12 

Clouded Yellow 4 27/3 Fred Walsh H12 31/8 Michael O‟Meara H6 

Brimstone 24 29/3 Kevin Hannan H9 23/9 Grainne Reidy H16 

Large White 152 21/4 Frank Smyth H21 26/10 George McDermott H34 

Small White 92 3 /4 Chris Wilson H12 11/10 Jesmond Harding H21 

Green-veined White 216 2/4 Frank Smyth H12 13/10 Fred Walsh H12 

Orange Tip 180 4/4 Michael O‟Meara H6 25/6 Pol Cormachan H34 

Green Hairstreak 68 28/4 Clare Heardman H1 25/6 Danny Gillespie H35 

Brown Hairstreak 3 2/8 Tom Cuffe H10 8/8 Jesmond Harding H10 

Purple Hairstreak 4 24/7 Deirdre Hardiman H20 24/8 Coilin MacLochlainn 
H20 

Small Copper 57 23/4 Danny Gillespie H35 27/9 CCBO/S Wing H3 

Small Blue 14 10/5 Bob Aldwell H35 29/6 Chris Wilson H12 

Common Blue 98 2/5 Coilin MacLochlainn H20 23/9 Derek Scott H3 

Holly Blue 84 2/4 Clare Heardman H1 26/10 Bob Aldwell H21 

Red Admiral 85 27/1 Ken Bond H4 28/11 Frank Smyth H21 

Painted Lady 30 21/4 F & J Moore H3 5/10 Michael O‟Sullivan H2 

Small Tortoiseshell 151 14/1 Eamonn O‟Donnell H21 27/10 Rodney Daunt H5?? 

Comma 4 26/3 Fred Walsh H12 27/8 Nuala Browne H12 

Peacock 147 27/1 D Scott et al H3 15/10 CCBO/ S Wing H3 

Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 

2 14/5 Jesmond Harding H9 15/6 Ian Rippey H9 

Dark Green Fritillary 25 12/6 Bob Aldwell H35 31/8 CCBO/ S Wing H3 

Silver-washed 
Fritillary 

40 28/6 Fred Walsh H12 20/9 Coilin MacLochlainn 
H10 

Marsh Fritillary 41 12/5 Pol Cormachain H35 20/6 Jesmond Harding H19 

Speckled Wood 179 18/2 Michael O‟Sullivan H2 2/11 Angus Tyner H20 

Wall Brown 46 21/4 Frank Smyth H21 15/10 CCBO/ S Wing H3 

Grayling 26 29/6 Derek Scott et al H3 6/9 Derek Scott et al H3 

Gatekeeper 10 5/7 Rodney Daunt H4 20/9 Rodney Daunt H4 

Meadow Brown 142 8/5 Nuala Browne H12 21/10 Derek Scott H03 

Ringlet 108 7/6 John O‟Boyle H35 27/8 Nuala Browne H12 

Small Heath 69 15/5 Maurice Simms H35 24/8 Freddie Walsh H12 

Large Heath 21 31/5 Frank Smyth H34/35 4/7 Deirdre Hardiman H22 

27/3/2009 
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Public Lecture: Butterflies and Farming:  A European Perspective 
 
Lecturer: Dr Simon Spencer 
 
Venue: National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin 
 
Time: Thursday 6th August, 8.00 pm 
 
Simon Spencer was trained as an entomologist and worked briefly in locust and grasshopper research in Africa. 
He soon discovered that the job of an entomologist was to poison as many insects as possible. After a doctorate 
at Oxford, studying DDT pollution, he moved to Wales in 1975 to be an organic smallholder and eventually 
pursued a career as a computer programmer.  He has worked part time for a number of years as a contractor on 
butterfly projects most recently on the Pearl-bordered Fritillary in Wales and the Kackar mountains in Turkey.  He 
has long been active in Wales in helping to bring the farming community and the conservation community 
together. He is particularly interested in European butterflies and the effect of changes in agriculture on butterflies 
and travels extensively in Europe studying butterflies. He co-authored Butterfly Conservation Europe's policy 
paper on the Common Agricultural Policy. He was elected to Butterfly Conservation's (BC) Council in 2005 and 
was active in setting up the BC European Interests Group which he chairs. 

 

Field Meeting 

SATURDAY 8th August 2009              Lough Carra, Co. Mayo  

Butterflies, Moths and General Natural History of Lough Carra 

Leaders: Chris Huxley, Simon Spencer & DNFC members  

The Lough Carra has some very interesting fen habitats, limestone 
pavement, grassland and scrub together with semi-natural woodland, 

with a good range of plant species especially orchids in season. Butterflies 

of the area include grayling, dingy skipper, green hairstreak, wood white, 
marsh fritillary, green hairstreak and silver-washed fritillary, in season. If 

the weather is kind we will look for purple hairstreak (bring binoculars). 
Moths traps which were set the previous night will be opened and 
contents examined and identified. See also www.loughcarra.org 

SUNDAY 9th August 2009        Co. Mayo, various sites 

Flora and Fauna of Loughs Mask, Conn and Cuilin 

The second day will slightly more botanically oriented. We intend to visit 

sites for some later-flowering Mayo specialities like Hypericum canadense, 

Spiranthes romanzoffiana, Sanguisorba officinalis and possibly 
Dactylorhiza occidentale. Most of these sites are also good for late 

Odonata such as Aeshna grandis and A. juncea, the three Sympetrum 
species and the commoner Damselflies. Weather permitting, moths traps 

will again have been set. 

http://www.loughcarra.org/
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There will be at least one Oak woodland site where we can look for Purple 

Hairstreak and for second generation Holly Blues, as well as the common 
late-summer butterfly species, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Speckled Wood, 

etc.  

Exact details of the sites to be visited and activities each day will vary 
according to the likelihood of finding our target species, it has been 

almost impossible to predict the appearance of many species in the past 
couple of years, and weather conditions in Mayo during August can vary 

considerably. 

Check the likely weather for each day, and be prepared for wet underfoot 

conditions. Bring lunch.  

If you are not a member of DNFC but are interested in attending please 
contact David Nash, 35 Nutley Park, Dublin 4, email: dnfc@eircom.net, 

(Voice mail 01-2697469) a week in advance. 

    **************** 

mailto:dnfc@eircom.net
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