Butterfly camp in Europe’s best Maculinea Country (Hungary)

This year, for the first time ever, the Hungarian Natural Heritage Trust organizes an international event on butterfly and moth conservation from the 21st -26th of May in the Örseg National Park in Western Hungary. The National Park has a unique butterfly fauna and harbours over a 100 butterfly species, including all European species of the worldwide famous Large Blues (Maculinea).

Unfortunately, in the past decades, traditional land use has undergone a marked change and the intensification of agriculture has led to the loss of many butterfly habitats. In the village Kercaszomor, where the camp will take place, butterfly habitats are still abundant (e.g. wet and semi-dry flowery meadows and woodlands) with a high richness. 

With this event we aim to promote butterfly conservation in general and to call people’s attention to this magnificent creatures suffering from severe decline. We also aim to provide practical and educational opportunities for students, young scientists and enthusiasts interested in butterfly biology, ecology and/or conservation. Participants will practice different survey methods around the camp area where such priority species like Marsh Fritillary – Euphydrias aurinia and Clouded Apollo – Parnassius mnemosyne and all the four Maculinea species occur. They will also participate in the mapping project of butterflies in the Őrség National Park. Experts on butterfly biology and conservation will give lectures on different scientific topics with the main focus on Lepidoptera. Participants will be able to exchange information about hot topics in butterfly and moth ecology and conservation. With this project we intend to encourage young Lepidopterists and conservationists to get involved in conservation of Lepidoptera. Everyone interested in taking part is sincerely welcome and invited to contact us by email for further information on application.      

Email contact:

safian@bcghana.org (Szabolcs Sáfián)                                                                                                  matronula@gmail.com (Martin Strausz)

Example of lectures during the camp: 

1. Butterflies in Pannonian grasslands - habitats, species, assemblages (Zoltán Varga)
2. DNA-barcoding: Species level identification in butterflies (Martin Wiemers)
3. European Butterfly indicators (Chris van Swaay)
4. Effects of mowing on Maculinea teleius - a habitat management experiment (Ádám Kőrösi) 
5. Butterfly conservation in Slovenia: limited resources versus great butterfly diversity (Rudi Verovnik)
6. Butterfly-ant mutualism: Myrmecophily in general (Irma Wynhof)
